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Thinking Green is No Longer An Option

Validated Business Cases for Sustainability
• Cost Savings

• Energy & Waste
• Risk Mitigation
• Talent Recruitment & Retention

• Revenue
• Product & Service Innovation Driver
• New Market Opportunities
• Brand Enhancement 

Increasing Regulation



Global Leaders now have a Sustainability Map

Source: UN Global Compact 2016



Sustainability Journeys Differ for Every Organization



Sustainability Cost Savings for ALL Company sizes

• Improve energy & water efficiencies
• Assess current use & costs against desired targets* for:

• Building & offices—HVAC, lighting, electricity
• Electronics, appliances & technology
• Transport & mobility—travel, fleet

• *Targets & benchmarks from industry guidelines, 
government standards, best in class studies, etc.

• Reduce waste
• Use recycled versus virgin materials when possible

• Reduce single use/disposable

• Share/rent from sustainable suppliers versus buy & 
maintain



Understand customers’ sustainability issues to innovate



BASF’s Tool to Measure a Product’s Sustainability



Non manufacturers also see sustainability opportunities

• Only six years ago, Bloomberg announced 17 sustainability 
goals for products, operations and people to reach by the 
end of 2020



New Markets Related to Achieving SDGs
60 Biggest Market Opportunities 
Related to Achieving SDGs

• >$25 trillion to achieve SDGs

• >50% in developing countries

• ALERT: Note Club of Rome 
sponsored meta-analysis 
• To achieve the 17 SDGs by 2030, 

would require THREE planets
• Only one path to sustainable 

2050. Prioritize renewable 
energy, sustainable food 
chains, gender equality and 
education for all

Source: Better Business, Better World BCSD 2017



Brand Enhancement:  



Free Resources for Sustainability Journey

• Sustainability Rating 
Systems & Rankings

• Corporate online tools 
for their suppliers (eg
Walmart’s Project 
Gigaton)

• Corporate 
sustainability reports of 
customers & 
competitors



Sample online tools

Government
• Energy efficiency:  

https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/8-online-tools-
help-save-you-energy-and-money

NGOs
• Material reuse: https://pathway21.com
• Zero waste: http://www.wrap.org.uk
Corporates
• Walmart Project Gigaton: 

https://www.walmartsustainabilityhub.com
• BASF SeeBalance: 

https://www.basf.com/global/en/who-we-
are/sustainability/management-and-
instruments/quantifying-sustainability/seebalance.html

https://www.energy.gov/eere/articles/8-online-tools-help-save-you-energy-and-money
https://pathway21.com/
http://www.wrap.org.uk/
https://www.walmartsustainabilityhub.com/
https://www.basf.com/global/en/who-we-are/sustainability/management-and-instruments/quantifying-sustainability/seebalance.html


Group Challenge: Equality Moonshot

Females capturing >30% of investments 
AND wealth created in the next two decades 

as governments and businesses spend 
trillions to achieve the SDGs …

To ensure world’s resources will be owned 
by a balance, diverse and representative 
group of peoples which enables 9 billion 

people to live well, achieving the 17 SDGs, 
within Earth’s limits by 2050



How? Leverage 4IR Tech for New SDG Markets

4th Industrial Revolution (4IR) Fuel Technological Disruption

Source: Henrik von Scheel
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