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Access to sustainable energy for all :  

a global challenge 

 20% of the world population does not have access to electricity 
 
 2.7 billion people do not have access to clean cooking facilities 
 
 More than one out of four people faces energy scarcity in Europe 
 
 Access to energy fuels development and is therefore central to poverty reduction 

 
 Access to energy is a key factor of economic and social development. 

 
 

The United Nations Organization has declared 2012 the International Year of Sustainable 
Energy for All (SE4ALL) and was fixing three energy objectives to be achieved in 2030: 

1. Ensuring universal access to modern energy services. 
2. Doubling the rate of improvement in energy efficiency. 
3. Doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix. 

 
 
The UN declared 2014-2024 sustainable energy for all decade 
Target:  monitoring universal energy access by 2030 
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Technical and/or financial support to social entrepreneurs 
 
 
For projects promoting access to sustainable energy 
 
 
For disadvantaged populations and people facing energy scarcity 
 
 
In developed and developing countries 

 

GDF SUEZ RASSEMBLEURS D’ENERGIES 

GDF SUEZ HAVE THE AMBITION TO REDUCE POVERTY AND ENERGY POVERTY AND TO FOSTER 

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT BY: 
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3 levers of action serving a common goal: 

access to sustainable energy for all 

  

 SUBSIDY 

 TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

 INVESTMENT 

GDF SUEZ investment capital 
fund  
Amount invested from 100K€ up to 1 M€ 
Duration : from 5-7 years or longer 
Economic viability of the project (IRR 
minimum : WACC) 
Position to the board or similar governance 
bodies 

GDF SUEZ Foundation 
A "Social energy" focus to offer 
funding under the form of 
subsidies to projects promoting 
energy access for the poorest 
populations 

 

GDF SUEZ Business Units 

GDF SUEZ Employees 
 

GDF SUEZ NGOs  
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     GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’Energies Governance 

Sourcing 

Selection committee 

Donation Investment 

Due diligence Due diligence 

Foundation committee Investment committee 

   Decision  

Potential NGO 

technical 

assistance 
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GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’Energies Criterias 

Relevance of 
the solution Financial  

sustainability 

Synergies with 
the Group 

Social 
performance 

   Environmental 
performance 
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Idea/R&D Pilot 

Cash-flow 

Le Chênelet 

EGG Energy 

Les Toits de l’espoir 

Habitat et Humanisme 

SAS GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’Energies 
Energy Social Business Enabler 

Ruralspark 

Signed 

In process 

in due diligence 

 

Temps 

Start-up Maturity Decline Growth 

GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’énergies 

Energy Social Business Enabler  

Social Business Angel 
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GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’énergies projects 

5 investments  
20 donations  
With partners, employees and NGOs 
involvment 
 More than 10 technical assistance 
missions. 

Ibeka ( Indonesia)  

Friendship  ( Bangladesh)  
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An example Rural Spark :  

Presentation of the company 

Rural Spark envisions, designs and implements the smart energy networks of tomorrow in Rural 
India. Entrepreneurs are enabled to generate, use and share sustainable energy. Together, the 
entrepreneurs start the growth of the smart energy networks of tomorrow. 

energy sharing on village level viable business 

models 

ensuring continuation 

leveraging existing 

networks 

heat sharing 

for cooking  
information sharing 

electricity sharing 

between local energy 

suppliers 

Harmen van Heist 
Director Design integration 
 

Harmen van Heist 
Director Business Development 
 

Evan Mertens 
Director Technical 
Innovation 
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VISION 

smart energy grids in India, sustainable 

distributed and bottom-up 

IMPLEMENTATION 

local partnerships and local networks 

to build economically viable business 

models 

SCALING 
scaling the first steps to 
build brand, 
distribution, sales 
networks and partners 
in an early stage 

DESIGN 

designing  tools to unleash 

entrepreneurship and enable new 

social innovations 

RURAL SPARK 
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 SUBSIDY 

 SKILLS SPONSORSHIP 

 INVESTMENT 

GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs d’Energies 
capital fund :  
investment of 150 K€ 

 

Cofely Nederland subsidy to 
incubate the company 

Cofely Nederland employees 
From the beginning, Rural Spark has been 
supported by GDF SUEZ Cofely Nederland that 
recognizes an inspiring initiative and makes it a 
lever to drive employees commitment and 
awareness towards sustainability. 

Rural Spark : illustration of the 3 levers  
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LOCAL ENERGY SUPPLIERS 



The emergence of a system, actually being used 
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Rural Spark socio-economical quantified impacts 

THIS YEAR IN 6 YEARS 

Saving 72.000 L of kerosine 
Saving 15,6 tons of CO2 

Avoids emission of 1.1 million tons of 
CO2 

Over 500 households were connected 
this year.  

Over 250.000 households with access 
to cheap, safe, healthy and sustainable 
energy, in 6 years because of a real 
(non-temporary) solution, enabling for 
stimulates (bottom-up) development. 

100 Local energy suppliers (villagers) 
earning an income. 

Over 13.000 jobs (Local Energy 
Suppliers) created in 6 years, training 
included. 
 

Environmental 

Social / 

Economical 

Economical / 

Social 
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Conclusion 

 
Access to sustainable energy for all is at the heart of the fight against poverty and  the fight 

against climate change.  
 

 development of innovative solutions by social entrepreneurs: access to low carbone energy , 
decentralized energy (100 kW to 1 MW) with a significant potential for scalability, energy 
efficiency for social housing. 

 
 
 
 
GDF SUEZ Rassembleurs Energies is an open initiative bringing together the expertise and 
solutions of the Group and the contribution of multiple partners. 
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